Robertson has estimated the starch-digesting power of the saliva in various diseases. In acid dyspepsia it was in excess, in ulcer of the stomach slightly subnormal, in chronic gastric catarrh variable, in dilatation it was absent.
Hepatic cirrhosis showed sometimes an increase; in pulmonary and heart diseases it was fairly normal, with an excess in pneumonia. There was deficient, power in nerve and kidney affections, and excess was seen in diabetes.
In anaemia with dyspeptic symptoms a deficiency was found; and in fevers, though the quantity of saliva was lessened, its activity was good. F. A. 
